
Thomas Cecil, 1st Earl of Exeter 
spent time in Wimbledon as a child 
and so liked it that he later built a 
grand manor house in the area, on 
land owned by his father. Cecil lived 
there with his wife and 13 children, 
becoming Lord of the Manor in 1589. 
He served in Elizabeth I’s government, 
and his grand house and gardens 
impressed Elizabeth who visited at 
least three times. James I was also  
a visitor.  
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